ANNUAL EXAM [2023-24]
Class: IX [English Lang & Lit]			Date: 23/02/2024		Time: 3 hrs.		MM: 80
General Instructions:
1. Read the question paper carefully.
2. The question paper is divided into 3 sections - READING, WRITING & GRAMMAR, and LITERATURE respectively.
3. Follow the word limit.
4. Write in neat and clean handwriting.
Section A: Reading Comprehension
Q1. Read the following passage carefully.								(10)
1. Happiness is not something far away and unattainable. Happiness does not depend on circumstances or objects. It is an inseparable part of our consciousness, of our essence, but hidden and covered from sight by our thoughts, desires and worries. We all seek happiness but few, very-few, indeed, get it. We are unhappy partly because we desire much more than what we can hope to attain.
2. Our countless desires are hard to be satisfied. And that is what makes us so sad in life. The secret of happiness lies in the simplification of life. Simple living encourages high thinking. It leads to contentment. Contentment gives us inner wealth, the wealth of the mind and of the soul.
3. A contented man devotes himself to virtues; a man can feel true happiness. I do not mean that for simplification of life, a man should become an ascetic. The happiness of a sadhu is of a negative kind. I want positive kind of happiness. For this I must live in the midst of life and faithfully carry out my responsibilities to my home and my country. But all this should be done in the spirit of selfless service.
4. A man, who wants to lead a happy life, should also make others happy. In making others happy he will taste real and lasting happiness. There is a kind of joy in serving others with virtuous motives, in sacrificing what one has for the good of others. An act of goodness is of itself an act of happiness. The secret of perfect happiness lies in renunciation.
5. Wealth may give us joy for a while and fame may provide us with fleeting excitement. But they cannot give us permanent happiness. Kings have everything to make them happy and yet they feel unhappy. It is because they do not practise renunciation. There is a sense of joy in doing one’s work honestly and efficiently. A research-worker feels joy in research and a journalist in writing.
6. In doing one’s duty sincerely, one feels peace of mind which is an important essence of happiness. It is only by cultivating spirit of renunciation, self-sacrifice, contentment and science work that one can really be happy. The strings of misfortune spare none but they will not cow such a person.
7. Happiness is like the sun, it is often hidden by the clouds of thoughts, worries and desires. We have to scatter and dissolve them to experience happiness. You don’t have to create happiness. All you have to do is calm your mind, because when there is a quiet mind and inner peace, there is happiness.
Based on your understanding of the passage, answer the following questions.
(i) Which of the following is the correct chain of things, as mentioned in the passage, leading to happiness?
(a) contentment, high thinking, simple living, inner wealth 
(b) simple living, high thinking, inner wealth, contentment 
(c) high thinking, simple living, inner wealth, contentment 
(d) simple living, high thinking, contentment, inner wealth
(ii) What does a contented man do?
(a) He assimilates the basic virtues of life. 
(b) He faces boldly the adversities of life. 
(c) He encounters the strings of misfortunes. 
(d) He gives up bad habits effortlessly.
(iii) What, according to the passage, is a positive kind of happiness?
(a) Keeping our motives and feelings under control. 
(b) Love for life and a country. 
(c) Leading a simple life of an ascetic. 
(d) Carrying out all worldly activities in the spirit of selfless service.
(iv) A man who wants to live a happy life should:
(a) make others happy. 		(b) master the art of renunciation. 
(c) pursue wealth and fame. 	(d) inculcate the virtues of life.
(v) Choose the option that best captures the central idea of the passage from the given quotes.

	“Life is about creating and living experiences that are worth sharing.”                                          
-Steve Jobs
	“Imagination is more important than knowledge.”                                         
 -Albert Einstein

	(1)
	(2)

	“Happiness is not something readymade; it comes from your own actions.”   - Dalai Lama
	“When you want something, all the universe conspires in helping you to achieve it.”    —Paulo Coelho

	(3)
	(4)  


(a) Option (1) 		(b) Option (2) 		(c) Option (3) 		(d) Option (4)
(vi) Which of the following statements is NOT TRUE in the context of the passage?
(a) One feels peace of mind in doing one’s duty sincerely. 
(b) Renunciation is the result of perfect happiness. 
(c) Multiplicity of desires make us unhappy. 
(d) Making others happy makes one happy.
(vii) The phrase “cow a person” refers to get someone:
(a) spared		(b) caught	(c) scared	(d) provoked
(viii) Doing one’s work sincerely hardly makes one happy. (True/False)
(ix) Select the option that makes the correct use of “unattainable”, as used in para 1.
(a) Unattainable development implies a long-term perspective. 
(b) Keep goals small so they are more easily unattainable. 
(c) Diabetes is unattainable but not curable. 
(d) Some economists think that 100% employment in India is an unattainable goal.
(x) The antonym of ‘permanent’ as given in para 4 is………… . 
Q 2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow.  		          		(10)
1. The Sahara sets a standard for dry land, It's the worlds largest desert. Relative humidity can drop into the low single digits. There are places where it rains only about once a century. There are people who reach the end of their lives without ever seeing water come from the sky. Yet beneath the Sahara are vast aquifers of fresh warer enough liquid to fin a small sea. It is fossil water a treasure laid down in prehistoric times, some of it possibly a million years old. Just years ago, the Sahara was quite a different place, it was green. Prehistoric rock art in the Sahara shows something surprising: hippopotamuses, who need water year round
2. We don't have much evidence of a tropical paradise out there, but we had something perfectly livable, says Jennifer Smith, a geologist at Washington University in St Louis. At times when the Northern Hemisphere tills sharply towards the sun and die planet makes its closest approach, the increased blast of sunlight during the North's summer months can cause the African monsoon which currently occurs between the Equator and roughly 17"N latitude) to shift to the North as it did 10,000 years ago, Inundating North Africa. 
3. Around 5,000 years ago, the monsoon shifted dramatically southward again. The prehistoric inhabitants of the Sahara discovered that their relatively green surroundings were undergoing something worse than a drought (and perhaps they migrated towards the Nile Walley, where Egyptian culture began to flourish at around the same time).
4. As the land dried out and vegetation decreased, the soil, lost its ability to hold water when it rained. Fewer clouds formed from evaporation. When it rained, the water washed away and evaporated quickly. There was a kind of runaway drying effect. Around 4,000 years ago, the Sahara became what it is today. No one knows how human-driven climate change may alter the Sahara in the future its something scientists can ponder while sipping bottled fossil water pumped from the underground. "Its the best water in Egypt, "Robert Giegengack a University of Pennsylvania geologist, said clean, refreshing mineral water If you want to drink something good, try the ancient buried treasure of the Sahara.
On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer any ten questions from the twelve that follow:
i.  In the line 'Prehistoric rock art in the Sahara' the word "prehistoric" DOES NOT mean:
(a) primitive		(b) modem		(c) ancient	(d) pristine
ii. Which, of the following statements about the Sahara desert is correct?
(a ) the inability of soil to hold water
(b) the washing away and the fast evaporation of water
(c) the tendency of soil absorbing all the water
(d) strong sunlight in the desert
iii. The world's largest desert is:
(a) Gobi		(b) Thar	(c) Sahara	(d) Kalahari
iv. Choose the option that lists the correct answers for the following:
(1) The Sahara was quite a different place. It was green. When was this?
(2) The monsoon shifted dramatically southward again. When did this happen?
(a) (1) 4000 years ago and (2) 5000 years ago
(b) (1) 6000 years ago and (2) 5000 years ago
(c) (1) 5000 years ago and (2) 6000 years ago
(d) (1) 4000 years ago and (2) 6000 years ago
v. Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that best defines the 'runaway drying effect'?
(1) The inability of soil to hold water.
(2) The washing away a n d the fast evaporation of water.
(3) The tendency of soil, to absorb all the water.
(4) Strong sunlight in the desert.
(a) (1)		(b) (2)		(c) (3)		(d) (4)
vi. Despite the dry land, Sahara has vast amount of water:
(a) in dams	(b) in aquifers		c) in reservoirs		(d) all of these
vii. The shortage of water is evident from the fact that:
(a) it never rains
(b) some people go through life without experiencing rain
(c) people can notrecognisera in
(d) people do not know whe n will it rain
viii. Look at the given map of Africa and choose the country which has the lowest hydro generators in Sub-Sahara Africa
(a) Sudan		(b) Zambia		(c) Mozambique	(d) Ethiopia
ix. The monsoon shift coincided with:
(a) greenery flourishing			(b) new civilisations flourishing elsewhere
(c) storms becoming prevalent		(d) more areas turning into deserts
x. Which of the following statements about how the rich underground reserves help Sub- Saharan Africa is correct?
(a) They helped by providing rainfall		
(b) They helped through electricity generation
(c) They helped by using hydropower to create electricity
(d) They helped by boosting its economy
xi. What played an importcintroLe in the formation of Sahara as we know it today?
(a) less cloud formation		(b) runaway drying effect
(c) both (a) and (b)		(d) none of these
xii. Fossil water comes from heavy rains.
(a) The statement is partially true.	(b) The statement is completely false.
(c) This statement is partially false.	(d) This is completely true.
Section – B (Grammar)
Q 3.  Do as directed: - 		 									(10)
(a) Fill in the gaps with appropriate modal verb: (Any 3)						3
i. _____ you like to go with me to the prom?
ii. Timmy ____ listen to his parents.
iii. The doctor _____ like to examine you.
iv. Did someone say something? _______ we carry our ID cards?
(b) The second term of school ------------------------------(begins / is beginning) this year on 6th November. (use correct Tense)										1
(c) My dog Floyd, together with Buster the cat …….…….. to play with money; the cat swats crumpled bills onto the floor where the dog shreds them to pieces. (choose right option)
(i) likes  	(ii) like  	(iii) liked 	(iv) had liked  						1
(d) Read the following dialogue and then complete the report that follows.
Teacher : Why are you crying, Radha?
Radha : Madam, Mansi has broken my pen.
Teacher : I'll arrange a new pen for you.
Radha : You said this yesterday also.
Radha was crying in her classroom. The teacher saw her and asked (a)------------------			1
 (e) Change the speech: (Any 1) 
(i) The boys say to the teacher, "We can't do without your help."					1
(ii) The boys cried, "Hurrah! We have won the match."						
(f)  Fill in the blanks with correct determiners:								2
1. I have read .......... of Shakespeare's dramas. (much/many)
2. You devote .......... time to your studies. (little / less)
(g) 62 уear---------------------the minimum age of retirement.						1
a) has		b) are 		c) is 		d) were 
Section – C (Writing Skills – 10 marks)
4. Write a descriptive paragraph on ‘The Annual Day of Your School’/‘The Prize Distribution’ in about 100-120 words using the following cues:  									5
Input: preparations – on the Annual Day – arrangements – who was chief guest – welcome of guests – annual report by Principal – cultural prog. – prize distribution – speech by chief guest – a light refreshment – your feeling about function.
OR
Use the following cues to write a paragraph describing one of the security guards posted at the main gate of your apartments.
· Ganeshan – a retired soldier-working as security guard
· Age-around 50
· Build-tall and robust
· Big moustache, intimidating looks Sincere, dutiful and conscientious worker-very alert-good presence of mind
· Popular-helpful towards the old and children, caught a gang of robbers once.
5. Indian summers are really unbearable. One day the maximum temperature shot up to 47°C. It was most miserable day of the year for you. Record the experience in your diary.  				5
OR
Complete the story in about 150-200 words, taking ideas from the given lines.
Rohan was returning from the school. He was very happy as it was his result day and he stood first in his class. He wanted to share his happiness with his family and friends so he was in a hurry. His joy and happiness knew no bounds but suddenly all his happiness vanished when……
Section – D (Literature)
Answer the questions with Reference to Context.
6. Read the Paragraph and answer the questions:							(5)
The Second World War broke out in 1939, when I was eight years old. For reasons I have never been able to understand, a sudden demand for tamarind seeds erupted in the market. I used to collect the seeds and sell them to a provision shop on Mosque Street. A day’s collection would fetch me the princely sum of one anna. My brother-in-law Jallaluddin would tell me stories about the War which I would later attempt to trace in the headlines in Dinamani. Our area, being isolated, was completely unaffected by the War. But soon India was forced to join the Allied Forces and something like a state of emergency was declared. 
i. Who is ‘I’ referred to?
ii. Who or What is ‘Dinamani’?
iii. Why was the emergency declared?
iv. Why was their area isolated?
v. ________ can be used to replace the word “erupted’’.
7. Read the Poem & answer the questions:								(5)
Wind, come softly.
Don’t break the shutters of the windows.
Don’t scatter the papers.
Don’t throw down the books on the shelf.
There, look what you did — you threw them all down.
You tore the pages of the books.
You brought rain again.
You’re very clever at poking fun at weaklings.
Frail crumbling houses, crumbling doors, crumbling rafters,
crumbling wood, crumbling bodies, crumbling lives,
crumbling hearts —
the wind god winnows and crushes them all.
i. Who penned the poem-Wind?
ii. What is the poet telling the wind ?
iii. How does the wind poke fun at weaklings?
iv. What does the wind God do?
v. How can the weaklings protect themselves?
V. Answer these Questions:
8. Short answer questions (Any 4)								(12)
i. How does Evelyn Glennie listen to music?
ii. What offer does his student give Bismillah Khan?
iii. What are Kezia’s feelings upon seeing Mr. McDonald playing with his children?
iv. Who does the doctor wish to marry and why? (Snake & the mirror)
v. How was the flute seller different from the other hawkers?
9. Short answer questions (Any 2)								(6)
i. Why can’t Toto be kept as a pet?
ii. How does the Happy Prince help the miserable people?
iii. What challenges was the narrator facing? (A House is not a Home)
10. Long answer questions (Any 1)								(6)
i. Give an account of the challenges faced by Einstein during his childhood?
OR
 Describe Kathmandu mentioning its natural beauty, food and markets.
11.  Long answer questions (Any 1)								(6)
i. Write in detail the journey of ‘Lushkoff’ from being a beggar to becoming a clerk.
OR
How does the disciple’s greed get him into trouble? (Kingdom of fools)
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